have prepared 339 articles, over 270 of which have been newly written, while nearly all the remainder have been revised. Treatment of diseases is considered under the various systems of the body. There are also sections on nutrition, mental and emotional disturbances, metabolic disorders, infectious diseases, allergy, accidents and emergencies, and special problems in the newborn and the adolescent.
A book of this size, largely devoid of references, must depend for its authority on the reputations of its contributors. The book is not a great deal shorter than many of the standard paediatric texts, for many of the contributors include epidemiology, differential diagnosis and prognosis. Inevitably there is some variation in the precision with which treatmnent is described. For some disorders, the house officer would need no further instruction whilst in others, lines of approach are suggested but not spelled out in detail. Nevertheless, downright unhelpfulness is very rare, and this is undoubtedly a useful book for a paediatric department to own and its regular appearance suggests that it is justifiably popular. As stated by the editors, this book consists of a collection of essays by 'Workers engaged in practice, teaching, and research related to the psychiatry of late life'. The introduction gives a summary of the contents and a useful list of references to material not included in the text.
Since this is a collection of studies not necessarily to be read in a particular order, I would suggest that the reader turn first to Professor Kanowski's article entitled 'Academic Trends in Gerontopsychiatry'. I must confess I do not find the latter word any more euphonious than 'psychogeriatrics' but this does not detract from an otherwise excellent article. To quote Professor Kanowski, the discipline 'still needs to a considerable degree to gain both understanding and prestige'. This book can fairly be judged to succeed in furthering this aim. Klaus Bergmann's essay entitled 'Neuroses and Personality Disorders of Old Age' and Dr Post's chapter, 'Functional Psychoses', would in themselves make it worth buying. Contributions from psychologists are a welcome feature, particularly psychologist Antonia Whitehead's description of the clinical psychologists role, often undervalued in this field.
There is a chapter by Professor Arie and Dr Isaacs called 'Development of Psychiatric Services for the Elderly in this Country', and a clear and lucidly written contribution by Professor Marsden on dementia will certainly be 'cannibalized' by those looking for teaching material and an up-todate view of the subject.
This volume should be owned by those who work in the field and loaned to those whom they teach. It cannot be stated often enough in the words of Arie and Isaacs that 'the care of old people with mental disorder is likely to be the biggest challenge to health and social services of all developed countries in the remaining decades of this century.'
Z SLATTERY Consultant Psychiatrist
Goodmayes Hospital Essential Intensive Care. E Sherwood Jones pp 503 £9.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1978 Dr Sherwood Jones and his colleagues have a long and wide experience of intensive care, the Unit at Whiston Hospital being one of the first established in the United Kingdom. This book is aimed at the tyro rather than the experienced clinician and, as such, fulfills its role in covering all aspects of medical management of patients undergoing intensive care. It is logically arranged so that pathophysiology, assessment and methods of management for each of the major system failures is given. There are, in addition, an introductory chapter on general principles and a final one on measuring, recording and monitoring. Although basic principals are covered, the emphasis is on the practical application. The full range of conditions likely to be encountered in general or special ICU's is covered, but the usefulness of the book would have been increased if some information on the nursing and physiotherapy aspects of patient care had also been included; for any clinician working in an intensive care environment must have knowledge of the aspects of patient care covered by the nonmedical members of the team if he is to carry out his task adequately.
Although there are 13 collaborators, Dr Sherwood Jones has been concerned with almost all the chapters, so that specialist authority in the different areas is reinforced by a uniform style. Despite one or two lapses it is good to see SI units being used. This book is good value for its price to any SHO or registrar starting to specialize in intensive care, and once purchased will become well-thumbed for sound advice. Human cytogeneticsthe study of microscopically detectable alterations in the chromosomes of (usually) lymphocytes in short-term culturehas contributed significantly to radiobiology and radiological protection and has recently been extended in two new directions. Firstly, sister chromatid exchanges can now be easily scored and this seems likely to increase the sensitivity of cytogenetics for the detection of the effects of some (but not all) mutagens and carcinogens. Secondly cytogenetic techniques are now being applied to the monitoring of human populations exposed, occupationally or therapeutically, to chemical mutagens. All these applications are covered by the 37 papers in this book which constitutes the proceedings of a symposium held in Edinburgh in August, 1977. The increasing acceptance of exfoliative cytology as a diagnostic aid has led to an avalanche of textbooks and atlases in recent years. This makes the choice of purchases difficult for the discerning and, alas, not affluent pathologist. Gompel's atlas and short textbook, written to provide a 'morphologic reference source for students and cytopathologists', excels in the concise and authoritative way in which the material is presented. The illustrations, with few exceptions, are superb. Although there are 8 colour photomicrographs per page there is excellent preservation of cellular and nuclear detail and no distortion of colour. I suspect, however, that the magnifications quoted are not always accurate.
The most important aspects of exfoliative cytology are well covered and some rare conditions are included. The subject is divided logically into anatomical sites and there is a very instructive chapter on aspiration cytology and also a chapter on cytogenetics. Of particular importance is the introductory description of the normal cell as seen under the light as well as the electron microscope. In addition the reader will find the chapter on techniques of clinical cytology and the summary of special staining techniques very useful. Most appropriately an extensive list of relevant references follows the text of each chapter.
This book is a valuable and stimulating contribution to the literature on exfoliative cytology and, although fairly expensive, it deserves a place in every cytology laboratory. Press 1978 The twelfth edition of Price's Textbook of the Practice of Medicine appears five years after the previous edition and fifty-six years after the first edition. In order to adhere to Dr Frederick Price's aim to present a comprehensive survey of modern medicine, Sir Ronald Bodley Scott has enlisted 78 contributors of whom 51 are new contributors. Yet 7 of the 18 sections have only one author. The entire book has been rewritten with the exception of the chapter on pyschological medicine written by the late Sir Aubrey Lewis. In the opinion of Professor Michael Shepherd this remains a lucid and elegant exposition requiring only minor changes.
Sir Ronald, who himself contributes to the section on diseases of the haemopoietic system, is to be congratulated on editing what will undoubtedly prove to be the British textbook of medicine that finds most favour with both undergraduates and postgraduates.
VICTOR BLOOM Editor
Cleft Palate: Middle Ear Disease and Hearing Loss. M D Graham (ed) pp 147 $15 Springfield: Charles C Thomas 1978 This book attempts to cover an often neglected aspect of cleft palate management, namely hearing loss and middle ear disease. I would recommend it as an introductory work, to anyone of any discipline dealing with children with cleft palates but not to those wishing for a detailed discussion of the subject. I did find the style irritating, however, and the presentation disorganized. It is sad that in a subject dealing with speech and hearing in cleft palate children, no mention is made of the very useful investigation of nasendoscopy.
E H GUSTAVSON

Consultant Plastic Surgeon University College Hospital
